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Principal's Message

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM (L-R): Michelle Heather, Gareth Leadbeater, Ceri Cheshire, Deidre Shea, Linda Everett, Talia McNaughton, Morgan Rangi.

ONEHUNGA HIGH
 SCHOOL 2020 YEARBOOK

Tenã koutou katoa
Talofa lava
Malo e lelei
Kia orana
Fakaalofa lahi atu
Namaste
Nimen hao
Ni sa bula
Talofa ni

Who would have thought that this year
would have brought the change that it
has. It would have seemed the stuff of
science fiction, a world-wide pandemic
that has impacted lives so much. I know
we have, and will continue to, face many

different challenges. I want to thank
everyone in our community for your
continued goodwill and support of each

other, through this really difficult time.
This year has taught us that change is
in our face and it is here to stay. It is our
new normal. And together, we can do it.
Year 13 students of 2020, you are doing
it. You are leading the way in how to
adapt and connect, and work together.

From the first period of learning from
home, you connected positively and

creatively. All of the student councils -
Academic, Arts, Community, Cultural,
Hauora and Sports - created platforms
for inclusive and proactive support
of each other. Peer support leaders
and other Year 13 students kept in
touch and helped younger students,

demonstrating the power of the tuakana-
teina relationship. At school and from
home, you have led constructively and
positively. Your voices were, and are,
inspirational.

The importance of kanohi ki te
kanohi, of being together and learning
together, was apparent this year. The
joy when we were able to reconnect
in person was evident - for us all. We
know that our wellbeing is fundamentally
important. We know that routine is a
great protective factor. And we know
that kindness is universally important

- being kind to ourselves and others.
Thank you to Maya Edmunds, one of
our Head Students, who so beautifully
articulated this in a webinar hosted by
Chief Education Scientific Advisor Stuart

McNaughton in the middle of the year.
He waka eke noa. We are all in this

together. And together, we are all
learning and seeing leaders worldwide,
learning and adapting too. Or not, in
some cases. Our entire planet has an
obvious and immediate need to keep on
learning and adapting, and the benefits
of being open to this and continuing to
work together in the future, are clear.
A local example of this is the inclusion
of online classes in our Adult and
Community Education programme. This
has been very popular; with some of
these classes continuing to be offered
as part of our night class programme.
Access to digital learning opportunities
is beneficial for everyone. The provision
of devices for all our students this year is
exciting. Advantages include access to
digital assessment, and learning wherever
you are.

2020 has seen the first part of our
rebuild begin. Late last year, we moved
the prefabs on the hill to the back of
the astro turf and then refurbished them
to become Pangarau, our Mathematics
block. We refurbished C block to become
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Te Reo Pakeh, English. Shortly, we will
begin complete refurbishment of the
five prefabs on the hill. Construction of
our new gym and the new block housing
Art, Food and Hospitality, Science and
Technology, will begin very soon. Our

architects Ignite, project managers
BECA, the Ministry of Education, and
construction company Naylor Love are
working really well together with us to
deliver an amazing campus. We invite
you to follow the redevelopment project
on our website, we will shortly be able to
put fly throughs on there which show the
finished buildings. They are state of the
art, and will match the quality of teaching
and learning that goes on in our school.

I should like to acknowledge staff
who are leaving us this year, and in
particular Elaine Webb, our Services
Academy Director. Elaine has been a
valued member of our staff since 2008,
and has held a number of leadership
roles at school, as well as a national
role with the Ministry of Education as
Service Academies Programme Advisor,

leading curriculum delivery and
achievement opportunities across all
Services Academies throughout New
Zealand. Elaine leaves to take up the
role of Deputy Principal at Green Bay
High School. Please join with me in
acknowledging and thanking Elaine for
her huge contribution to Onehunga
High School.

Thank you, to all whanau, teachers,
friends, former students, former parents,
and community supporters. Your
support of and care for our students,
matters. We value our partnership with
you, and are very grateful to you.

As always, thank you to our students
for your wonderful contribution. Work
hard and continue to develop your gifts
and talents. Students I acknowledge,
in particular, are all of our Year 13
students. You have had a unique year.
You are the cohort to see the demolition
of half of our school and the moving
and restoration of Pangarau in your
final year. You are the cohort who
learned how to learn and lead online,

how to lead hauora across a school
community, and how to manage your
lives through a global pandemic. I
want to acknowledge your extremely
challenging year, including your
disappointment and your generosity
of spirit at not being able to have this
year's school ball. A sincere thank you
to you all. You are inspirational young
leaders.

We will plant the beautiful roses at
the front of the stage, in our garden,
in acknowledgement of you, Year 13
students of 2020. These roses are
"Iceberg". We chose them this year

because they are exceptionally long
flowering and very healthy. And they
grow in (wait for it!) clusters. We love
what these roses represent, now and
going forward, including the imagery of
kanohi ki te kanohi represented by these
flowers being in groups. Please come
back and check your roses in future! It is
a privilege to acknowledge you all and
to wish you joy and fulfillment in your
lives ahead.

2020 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

For the past year, we have been
privileged to act as the Student
Representatives for Onehunga High
School's Board of Trustees. During
our monthly meetings, we have
had many discussions involving the
rebuild, Covid-19, uniform and many
other relevant topics. Each meeting
we would present our Students'
Report which gave a brief summary
of how students were going and any
other business we deemed relevant
to share with the Board. Being able
to be the Student Representatives
on the BoT has taught us very
valuable lessons and skills, but most
importantly it has given us an outlet
to further enhance student voice at
OHS and in our school community.
Although it was a big role to step
up to, we would like to thank the
Board for being so welcoming and

encouraging towards us, especially
to Mrs Fran Mes (Board Chair) and
Ms Shea. Each board member has
taught us that leadership isn't always
something that requires lone effort
and being at the front of the show, but
it requires a community that is willing
to step up, work together and be a
leading body. Being on the board has
really demonstrated how it
takes a village to raise a child.
We are extremely blessed to
have had this opportunity
and will cherish the skills
acquired forever. We
cannot thank the Board of
Trustees and the school
enough for giving us this
amazing experience.

Maya Edmunds 13Wo &
Maccrae Baxter 13Fa 162
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HEAD BOY

SIONE TU'IFUA 13HW

It seems like only yesterday when I
walked through the gates of this school,
filled with fear of the unknown and

what was to come. I would have never
imagined that I would be here, taking

on this leadership role as the Head Boy
for 2020. My role as Head Boy has really
taught me a lot but the main lesson that

I will take with me is the importance of
building relationships with students and

teachers. This year I have really been
tested and forced to go beyond my
limits, and through these experiences I

was able to realise that I don't have to
g o through these trials alone. I would

always have the support of my peers
and teachers if I needed it, and with the

events that took place this year, I needed
a lot of it. Our Head Girl, Maya Edmunds,
is a perfect example of a supportive

person.
I have known Maya for quite some time

now and I have had the pleasure to see

her grow into the fine young woman she
is today. Her never ending enthusiasm
and integrity of her actions have brought
the best out of me this year. I am truly

honoured to have shared this role with
her and I know, without a doubt, that the
future has a lot in store for her.

Every year has its highs and lows, but
we can truly say that this has been the
most challenging year for our school
community. There have been nonstop
surprises which have continuously
demanded us to halt our progression,
but we persisted. The constant support
from our peers and teachers allowed us
to flourish.

I would personally like to thank all the
wonderful staff of OHS for their support
throughout my five years. Each member
of the staff has had an impact on my life
and those of my peers; I hope that future
students will also be able to cherish your
hard work and dedication as much as
I have.

Finally I would like to acknowledge the
Prefect Team and the Class of 2020.

HEAD GIRL
MAYA EDMUNDS 13WO

I am extremely grateful to have had
the privilege of being the Head Girl for
2020. It's fair to say that 2020 has been a
year filled with twists and turns. This year
forced us all out of our comfort zones, it

pushed us to find resources and strengths
within ourselves that we did not even
know we had, and most importantly i t

made us discover how grateful we all
should be. All of these challenges have

made us stronger, wiser, more resilient
and have strengthened our Loyalty
and Courage. Spending the last five
years journeying alongside my cohort,
teachers and friends has truly been the

greatest experience of my life. The many
memories made, bonds formed and
lessons learned at OHS have honestly
shaped me to the person I am today.

I would first like to acknowledge how
grateful I am to have served as Head

Prefect alongside Head Boy, Sione
Tu'ifua. I have known Sione for a very
long time and it has been an honour
watching him grow into the amazing

leader he is today. His constant display of
support and integrity has been extremely

humbling to work alongside and I
wouldn't have wanted it any other way.
I would also like to thank the amazing

staff of Onehunga High School. The
work that each staff member puts into
our school goes without notice and I am
beyond grateful to have been taught
by such wonderful teachers. I would like
to especially thank the Year 13 Dean
Ms Kay Moore for all her hard work and
dedication to our cohort for the whole
five years we have been at school. Her
endless efforts to push us to become the
best versions of ourselves have taught
me a lot about what it means to be a
great leader.

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge
and thank the Prefect Team and the Year
13 cohort. We have grown together,
won together and lost together but
throughout it all every single moment
shared together will be cherished forever.
You all show such unique qualities and I

Over the last five years, we have grown
into the young adults who we are today.
We have had a challenging time this
year with events not playing out how we
expected, but I know that the trials and
tribulations of this year will prepare us for
greater blessings in the future. There are
people asking whether we are ready for
the real world, but the real question is: Is
the real world ready for us?

have been blessed to have gotten to
know you and journey alongside you.

Thank you, Onehunga High School,
for the most wonderful five years of my
life. To future students of OHS, never
forget to have Loyalty and Courage
in all that you do; with LAC you can
achieve anything you set your mind to.
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SPECIAL AWARDS
Rocklabs Cup for Academic
Excellence in Year 13 Business
Isobel Barrett, Rachel Mata

Red Eagle Corporation Award
Laila Fakalata, Wilson Mata

Weston Family Cup for Visual Arts
Gospel Tupu

Weston Family Cup for Arts
Christine Anesone

Maungakiekie-Tãmaki Local Board
Cup for Academic Excellence in
Sustainability
Vanessa Ly

Peer Support Person of the Year
Kyle Moodley
Musician of the Year
Josiah Faaaoga
Services Academy Trophy for Most
Improved Student
Elijah Belton

Services Academy Trophy
for Top Student
Kelly Poa

Onehunga One Tree Hill Rotary Club
Building & Construction Awards
Steven Elekana, Sam-Pyul Taalili,
Sateki Teutau, Vanessa Thompson

Stanley Tools Award
John Seumanutafa

Hikoki High Performance Tools Award
Damian Tapasu

Health Science Academy Award Top
Level 1 Student
Roma Nasser

DHB Award for Top Pasifika Student at
Level 1 in the Health Science Academy
Christ ina Elone

Health Science Academy Award Top
Level 2 Student
Fatima Tariq

DHB Award for Top Pasifika Student at
Level 2 in the Health Science Academy
Daisy Fuavao

Health Science Academy Award Top
Level 3 Student
Charles Amores
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DHB Award for Top Pasifika Student at
Level 3 in the Health Science Academy
Sophia Vavia

Pasifika Young Leader for the Health
Science Academy in Level 1
Setetaia Sinipata

Pasifika Young Leader for the Health
Science Academy in Level 2
Daisy Fuavao

Pasifika Young Leader for the Health
Science Academy in Level 3
Sione Tu'ifua

Te Reo Mãori Cup
Marama Elliott-Keepa
Tikanga Mãori Cup
Sophia Vavia

SCHOLARSHIPS
Aaron D'Souza Against the Odds
Scholarship
Daley Wilson
Lee Warn Award
Vincent Rogers
First Foundation Award
Paw Moo

Shih-Hsien Hsieh Scholarship
Charles Amores

The Okareka Charitable Trust
Scholarships
Damian Tapasu, Vanessa Thompson

The Kingdom Legacy Trust Scholarship
Hazel Hala

The West Island Scholarship
Michele Herewini

The Pay It Forward Scholarship
Morticia Levi

Fred McKeever Scholarship
Ofa Apikotoa

Nieukerke Memorial Scholarships
Neha Kumar, Zara Parker

Alan Haskell Memorial Scholarships
Maya Edmunds, Reuben Smith,
Sione Tu'ifua

Prime Ministers Vocational
Excellence Award
J a m e s Pra tap

Ngati Apa Iwi Scholarship
Sophia Vavia

Te Kuhunga - Hugo Charitable Trust Law
Schools Scholarship
Rachel Mata

University of Otago Pacific Peoples'
Entrance Scholarship
Christine Anesone

Vaka Moana Scholarship
Rachel Mata

University of Auckland Top Achiever
Scholarship
Holly Hu, Lee Wong

PRESTIGIOUS
AWARDS
The Jubilee Cup
Maya Edmunds
The Humanitarian Award
Charles Amores

The People's Choice Award
Elijah Belton

The Dennie Walls Endeavour Cup
Paw Moo

Board of Trustees Student
Representatives
Maya Edmunds, Maccrae Baxter

Prefects
Maya Edmunds (Head Girl),
Christine Anesone, Holly Hu, Morticia
Levi, Paw Moo, Zara Tafili-Tamepo,
Sione Tu'ifua (Head Boy), Bryan Afu,
Charles Amores, Blake Costley,
Leo Nansen, Reuben Smith, Nico Tuave

Outstanding Academic Achievers
Holly Hu, Ali Lovatt, Reuben Smith,
Lee Wong


















































































































